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CHALLENGE: A NEW BUILDING WAS BEING BUILT FOR FISHER & PAYKEL HEALTHCARE IN 
AUCKLAND. THE ARCHITECT, WHO HAD DESIGNED ALL FISHER & PAYKEL’S BUILDINGS, WANTED 
A ROOFING SOLUTION THAT WOULD ENSURE THE BUILDING’S MILLIONS OF DOLLARS WORTH OF 
MACHINERY AND R&D EQUIPMENT WOULD BE COMPLETELY PROTECTED; AS WATER DAMAGE 
WOULD BE HIGHLY EXPENSIVE AND DANGEROUS. THE ROOFING MEMBRANE ALSO HAD TO 
BE FLEXIBLE DUE TO THE PROPENSITY FOR THE PLYWOOD SUBSTRATE TO MOVE DURING 
THE CHANGE IN SEASONS. IT WAS ALSO IMPORTANT THAT THE MEMBRANE SURFACE COULD 
REFLECT SOME HEAT.

Solution
With these considerations in mind, the architect 
immediately moved to use Viking Butylclad, a 
tried and true solution which the architect had 
past experience using. Butylclad has been 
keeping New Zealanders dry since 1967.

Viking Butylclad is the perfect mix of EPDM 
and Butyl rubber (30% EPDM and 70% Butyl) 
to create a membrane that provides a number 
of benefits. The EPDM component of Butylclad 
provided the membrane with both elongation 
and UV resistance properties. These elongation 
properties meant that the membrane could 
stretch and morph when required to; so when 
the building flexed and moved as timber 
substrates do, the Butylclad membrane  
would forgive this and move with it;

ensuring the integrity of the membrane was not 
compromised. The UV resistance of the EPDM 
component ensured membrane integrity was 
upheld. The architect specified Viking Butylclad 
in the grey colour so that some solar heat was 
reflected back off the roof, helping to better 
control temperatures within the building.

Additionally, the Butyl component of the 
membrane offered toughness and durability,  
so the membrane had added strength. 

To top it off, the installation was carried out by 
a Viking Approved Applicator. This ensured that 
the Butylclad was installed to the specifications 
of Viking Roofspec so that the product could 
perform at its peak.

Result
The finish on the Fisher & Paykel Healthcare 
building was something to behold, as it was a 
very large surface area that looked immaculate 
with the grey Butylclad neatly installed.

Despite being installed in 2005, inspections 
indicate that the Viking Butylclad still looks 
good and is performing admirably under its 20 
year product warranty. Although nothing is likely 
to go wrong in this time, the warranty provides 
added assurance to those at Fisher & Paykel 
Healthcare, as they know Viking Roofspec 
stand behind the product and will honor the 
warranty for the full 20 year period.


